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3 million Australians aged 65 years and older to get new flu vaccines free of charge
In Australia, the federal Coalition government will provide two new ground-breaking flu vaccines to
over 3 million Australians aged 65 years and over - free of charge. The new vaccines - Fluad and
Fluzone  High  Dose  -  were  registered  in  Australia  to  specifically  provide  increased  protection  for
people  aged  65  years  and  older.
http://www.manningrivertimes.com.au/story/5239580/column-new-ground-breaking-flu-vaccines/

New flu vaccines a shot in the arm
In  Australia,  the Department of  Health is  to  provide new flu vaccines Fluad and Fluzone to people
aged 65 and over this year following last year’s horrific flu season in which almost 1,000 people in
that age group died. The Department said more than 90 per cent of the 1,100 flu related deaths in
2017 involved people over 65. Minister for Health, Greg Hunt said the Department and the Chief
Medical Officer, Professor Brendan Murphy, had worked behind the scenes for many months to bring
the two new flu vaccines to Australia for the first time.
http://www.psnews.com.au/aps/586/news/new-flu-vaccines-a-shot-in-the-arm

Industry News

Greek lawmakers launch probe into 10 officials accused of taking Novartis bribes
After more than a year and no shortage of drama, the Novartis bribery scandal in Greece is entering
a new phase with a governmental investigation into 10 accused politicians. Greece's parliament
voted to set up a committee to oversee the probe, Reuters reported. But there was intense back and
forth during the discussion, with the accused saying the allegations are intended to sully them
ahead of next year's elections
http://www.fiercepharma.com/legal/greek-lawmakers-launch-probe-into-10-officials-accused-taking-novartis-bribes
Additional sources: (Deutsche Welle) (The Wall Street Journal) (The New York Times) (BBC News) (The Guardian)
(Reuters)

CDC vaccine panel brings back FluMist for 2018-19 season
A U.S. CDC vaccine advisory group voted to include FluMist in the vaccine line-up for the 2018-19 flu
season, returning the vaccine to the US market after a two-season hiatus. Bringing FluMist back into
the mix is likely to create some practical problems for clinicians, given that the ordering process for
next year's vaccine has already begun. At the CDC, contracts have already been completed for the
Vaccines for Children program, which provides free vaccines to children whose families don't have
health insurance or can't afford the vaccine.
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2018/02/cdc-vaccine-panel-brings-back-flumist-2018-19-season
Additional sources: (MedPage Today) (Fortune) (PharmPro.com) (CNN) (Click2Houston) (Daily Mail) (UPI.com) (Euro
News) (Beckers Hospital Review) (CBS DFW)

FDA approval for generic Tamiflu for Oral Suspension
Lupin has received final approval for its Oseltamivir Phosphate for Oral Suspension from the US FDA
to market the generic version of Roche’s Tamiflu for Oral Suspension, 6mg/mL.
http://www.thepharmaletter.com/in-brief/brief-fda-approval-for-generic-tamiflu-for-oral-suspension

WHO changes 2 strains for 2018-19 flu vaccine
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Following  a  meeting  in  Geneva  this  week,  the  WHO's  flu  vaccine  advisory  group  recommended
changing two of the four components for quadrivalent vaccines to be produced for the Northern
Hemisphere  2018-19  flu  season.  The  group  recommended  a  new influenza  A  H3N2  vaccine  strain
and switched the influenza B Victoria lineage component from a B/Brisbane/60/2008-like virus to a
B/Colorado/06/2017-like virus.
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2018/02/who-changes-2-strains-2018-19-flu-vaccine

WHO:  Recommended  composition  of  influenza  virus  vaccines  for  use  in  the  2018-2019
northern hemisphere influenza season
WHO  has  published  "Recommended  composition  of  influenza  virus  vaccines  for  use  in  the
2018-2019  northern  hemisphere  influenza  season".  It  is  recommended  that  quadrivalent  vaccines
for  use  in  the  2018-2019  northern  hemisphere  influenza  season  contain  the  following:  an
A/Michigan/45/2015  (H1N1)pdm09-like  virus;  an  A/Singapore/INFIMH-16-0019/2016  (H3N2)-like
virus; a B/Colorado/06/2017-like virus (B/Victoria/2/87 lineage); and a B/Phuket/3073/2013-like virus
(B/Yamagata/16/88  lineage).  It  is  recommended  that  the  influenza  B  virus  component  of  trivalent
vaccines for use in the 2018-2019 northern hemisphere influenza season be a B/Colorado/06/2017-
like virus of the B/Victoria/2/87-lineage.
http://crofsblogs.typepad.com/h5n1/2018/02/who-recommended-composition-of-influenza-virus-vaccines-for-use-in-th
e-2018-2019-northern-hemisphere-influenza-season.html
Additional sources: (Afludiary.blogspot.com)

InDevR introduces new VaxArray potency test kit for pandemic flu vaccines
InDevR has expanded its VaxArray product portfolio with a new reagent kit to address the "need for
speed"  in  combating  flu  viruses  with  pandemic  potential.  The  VaxArray  Influenza  Pandemic
Hemagglutinin  potency  test  kit  is  now  available  for  flu  vaccines  containing  H5,  H7  and  H9  flu
subtypes, which includes new H7 vaccines against the deadly avian H7N9 virus. This new potency
assay  enables  rapid  determination  of  immunogenic  hemagglutinin  in  low-dose  and  adjuvanted  flu
vaccines.
http://pharmabiz.com/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=107414&sid=2
Additional sources: (Outbreak News Today)

New US flu vaccine likely to include different H3N2 component
Next season’s influenza vaccine will likely include a different H3N2 component. WHO recommended
today  that  two  components  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere’s  influenza  vaccine  be  changed  for
2018-2019, including swapping out this season’s H3N2 component for one that has performed better
against recent viruses.
https://www.healio.com/infectious-disease/influenza/news/online/%7Bb068a2c1-d019-43b7-ae47-8987a16fe93f%7D/
new-us-flu-vaccine-likely-to-include-different-h3n2-component

Pandemic Influenza News

WHO: Genetic Characteristics Of Avian H7N4
Eight days ago, in Jiangsu China Reports 1st Novel H7N4 Human Infection, China announced the first
known human infection with avian H7N4 which resulted in a 3-week hospitalization for a 68 year old
woman in Jiangsu Province for severe pneumonia. The WHO has released a new Antigenic and
genetic characteristics of zoonotic influenza viruses report for February 2018.
http://afludiary.blogspot.com/2018/02/who-genetic-characteristics-of-avian.html

WHO Update & Risk Assessment On Avian H7N4
Just a little over a week after the initial announcement from China of the first known human infection
with an avian H7N4 virus, we are starting to get details about both the patient and the virus, with a
genetic  characterization released earlier.  The WHO has also just  released their  first  update,  and a
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preliminary risk assessment on this emerging virus.
http://afludiary.blogspot.com/2018/02/who-update-risk-assessment-on-avian-h7n4.html

The bird flu virus mysteriously mutating in China
Last week, the Hong Kong government announced that a 68-year-old woman in Jiangsu province in
eastern China had been hospitalized in January with severe respiratory symptoms. This turned out to
be the first  recorded case in  which an H7N4 flu virus infects  humans.  Although,  according to New
Scientist , the woman recovered after a month in hospital and this particular strain does not seem to
be threatening, the case has raised the alarm because it highlights the unpredictability of viral
evolution.
http://nmas1.org/news/2018/02/21/virus-gripe-china

Academic studies

Cardiologist: Flu vaccine could help lower heart attack risks
Cardiologists  say  getting  the  flu  shot  could  lower  your  risk  of  a  heart  attack  during  the  winter
months. Dr. Joseph Rosenblum, a cardiologist from St. Luke's Magic Valley, said a new study recently
came out, showing people who get the flu could have a higher risk of having a heart attack. "About
six times higher," Rosenblum said. Rosenblum said the study was done in mostly older people, so "it
may not project or be valid for people that are younger."
http://www.kmvt.com/content/news/Cardiologist-Flu-vaccine-could-help-lower-risks-of-heart-attacks-474773903.html

Infant hospitalizations and mortality after maternal vaccination
With no observed correlation to risk of  infant hospitalization or death,  new findings back influenza
and tetanus, diphtheria, and acellular pertussis (Tdap) vaccination in expectant women. Researchers
referred to the Vaccine Safety Datalink for records of single pregnancies from 2004–14. Of 413,034
live births, 25,222 babies were admitted to the hospital and 157 died before age 6 months. The
case-control study found no association between vaccination while pregnant and increased risk of
infant hospitalization or death from birth up to age 6 months.
http://www.pharmacist.com/article/infant-hospitalizations-and-mortality-after-maternal-vaccination

Pediatric influenza news

Early school break pays off as flu outbreaks drop at Hong Kong institutions
Flu outbreaks at Hong Kong institutions have dropped significantly after schools closed in advance of
the Lunar New Year holiday, according to health officials who called for continued vigilance as pupils
return to classes next week. Sanofi Pasteur should deliver 24,000 doses to the city only in mid- or
late March to the private market, and GlaxoSmithKline said more than 20,000 doses of vaccine from
Germany had arrived in Hong Kong.
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2134334/early-school-break-pays-flu-outbreaks-dr
op-hong

HK  schools  urged  to  boost  precautionary  measures  against  seasonal  influenza  after
holiday
The Center for Health Protection of China's Hong Kong Special Administrative Region government
warned schools  to  boost  precautionary  measures  against  seasonal  influenza when classes  resume
after  the  Lunar  New Year  holiday.  The  center  noted  that  the  overall  seasonal  influenza  activity  in
Hong Kong has remained at a high level in the past few weeks, but it appears the trend is not
increasing. The seasonal influenza activity is expected to stay at a high level for some time, the CHP
said.
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-02/22/c_136991873.htm

Over 65’s influenza news
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Harsh Flu Season Hits Senior-Living Firms With More Pain to Come
The  bad  flu  season  is  finally  showing  signs  of  easing  up  for  most  Americans.  For  senior-housing
companies, the worst is yet to come. During earning calls this month, senior-housing operators and
landlords  have  lamented  a  harsh  flu  season  that  has  led  ailing  residents  to  move  out  of  their
facilities and forced operators to temporarily close their doors to admissions for fear of spreading
the virus.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-02-22/harsh-flu-season-hits-senior-living-firms-with-more-pain-to-com
e

General Influenza News

Undercutting the immunization program puts both lives and dollars at risk
The U.S. spends nearly $26.5 billion annually treating adults over the age of 50 for just four diseases
that could be prevented by vaccines: influenza, pertussis, pneumococcal disease and shingles. The
majority of these avoidable costs are borne by federal health insurance programs. Yet for the second
year in a row, the President has proposed gutting the CDC’s Immunization Program.
http://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/375089-undercutting-the-immunization-program-puts-both-lives-and-dollars-at-r
isk

Japanese hospitals sick of requests for flu-recovery certificates
With the latest flu variant engulfing Japan, hospitals are flooded not only with new patients but also
former patients seeking medical certificates needed to prove full recovery to schools, employers and
other institutions. Although the health and education ministries issued a statement during the major
flu  outbreak  in  2010  saying  such  documents  were  unnecessary,  the  custom remains  deep-seated
among schools.
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/02/22/national/science-health/japanese-hospitals-sick-requests-flu-recovery-c
ertificates/

Expert: The problem with this year's flu is a slightly less effective vaccine
In  Poland,  the  problem  with  this  year's  flu  is  that  the  vaccine  is  slightly  less  effective,  says  Prof.
Paweł  Gorski,  head of  Department  of  Internal  Diseases  at  the  Medical  University  of  Lodz.  He
emphasises that flu vaccinations are necessary unless there are genuine contraindications.
http://scienceinpoland.pap.pl/en/news/news%2C28397%2Cexpert-problem-years-flu-slightly-less-effective-vaccine.ht
ml

News Scan for Feb 20, 2018 - CIDRAP
As  researchers  work  on  solving  the  complex  puzzle  of  all  the  factors  that  influence  flu  vaccine
effectiveness, researchers report that low VE of the H3N2 component during the 2012-13 flu season
may have been due to poor immune response rather than adaptations in egg-grown vaccine viruses,
as previously thought. Also, according to a WHO global flu update today, flu is still very active in the
Northern Hemisphere,  with  influenza 2009 H1N1 now outpacing H3N2 alongside rising influenza B
activity.
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2018/02/news-scan-feb-20-2018

Lawmakers examine flu preparedness, universal vaccine
In the U.S., a group of lawmakers recently inquired about health agency preparedness with regard to
the flu virus while also pushing for the creation of a universal vaccine. Sen. Angus King (I-ME) joined
several colleagues in forwarding correspondence to the Secretary of Health and Human Services,
requesting additional detail on the department’s work to predict more accurately the right viral
strain  for  upcoming  flu  seasons,  produce  vaccines  more  rapidly  and  effectively,  prepare  hospitals
and  providers  for  the  risks  of  a  severe  flu  season,  and  protect  all  Americans  against  the  virus
through  developing  a  universal  flu  vaccine.
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https://lifesciencedaily.com/stories/24702-lawmakers-examine-flu-preparedness-universal-vaccine/

Flu warning: EU alert as 40,000 die each year from flu epidemic complications
The Europe-wide flu epidemic has prompted the European Commission to call for more people to get
vaccinated as around 40,000 people die each year due to complications. It comes as many EU
countries  have been reporting a  higher  than average number  of  hospitalisations  due to  the flu.  In
January, the number of people dying from influenza in England and Wales reached the highest level
since  a  devastating  flu  epidemic  hit  the  UK  three  years  ago.  EU  Health  Commissioner  Vytenis
Andriukaitis said: ”I call on all citizens in the European Union to vaccinate themselves and their
children. It not only protects yourself, but also your fellow citizens."
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/922235/flu-warning-aussie-flu-deadly-epidemic-europe-european-union-health
-commissioner

Burden of disease

27 new flu deaths reported, bringing state's total to 200 for season
The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services said Thursday that North Carolina
saw 27 new flu deaths last week, bringing the total to 200 for the season.
http://abc11.com/27-new-flu-deaths-reported-bringing-states-total-to-200-for-season/3124630/

20 More Flu-Related Deaths Reported in Connecticut
Another 20 flu-related deaths have been reported in Connecticut in the last week. Flu is widespread
across most of the country and 97 deaths related to flu have been reported in Connecticut between
Aug. 27 and Feb. 17.  Among those who have died from the flu,  78 were 65 years old or older,  11
were between 50 and 64, five were 25 to 49, one was between 19 and 24 and two were between 5
and 18 years old.
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/20-More-Flu-Related-Deaths-Reported-in-Connecticut-474861373.html

Oklahoma Health Officials Say the Flu Death Toll Reaches 173
The  Oklahoma  State  Department  of  Health  says  173  people  have  died  during  a  record-setting  flu
season in which 3,860 people have been hospitalized with flu-related symptoms. Health officials said
Thursday that five people have died in the state and 300 have been hospitalized with the flu since
Feb. 14.
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/oklahoma/articles/2018-02-22/oklahoma-health-officials-say-the-flu-death-
toll-reaches-173

Flu levels remain high across UK, as Scotland sees fresh spike in cases
Flu levels in England reached 29.1 consultations per 100,000 in the seventh week of 2018 - the
lowest level recorded this year, but well above the baseline threshold level of 13.1. England remains
in the 'medium' category on the European moving epidemic method scale - suggesting flu continues
to place significant extra strain on GP practices.
https://www.gponline.com/flu-levels-remain-high-across-uk-scotland-sees-fresh-spike-cases/respiratory-system/influe
nza/article/1457833

Flu infection and hospitalisations at record levels
Flu  activity  in  the  Irish  Republic  is  currently  at  record  levels,  and  more  people  have  been
hospitalised from the condition this season than ever before. The Health Protection Surveillance
Centre (HPSC), which is the HSE’s specialist agency for the surveillance of communicable diseases,
said  flu  activity  has  remained  at  “sustained  high  levels”  for  seven  successive  weeks.  There  is
“widespread  activity”  still  being  reported  at  a  time  when  levels  are  normally  expected  to  drop.
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/health/flu-infection-and-hospitalisations-at-record-levels-1.3402064

A tale of two flu seasons: The rise of Influenza B
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There are now 97 deaths, up by 20 since last week, and 1,951 patients hospitalized, up over 300
since last week, according to the Connecticut Department of Public Health Thursday.
http://fox61.com/2018/02/22/a-tale-of-two-flu-seasons-the-rise-of-influenza-b/

Over 100 people have died from flu this winter - HSE
In Ireland, the death toll from flu this winter has climbed to 102 and the latest HSE report says that
the  level  of  activity  is  'one  of  the  highest'  since  monitoring  began.  New  figures  show  that
hospitalisation figures remain high, with those aged 65 or older reporting the highest levels. To date,
102 flu-related deaths have been reported to the HPSC. The median age of  those who died of  flu-
related illness is 80
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/health/over-100-people-have-died-from-flu-this-winter-hse-36633505.html

Texas  clinics  flooded  with  "tsunami"  of  flu  patients  —  and  the  season  may  not  have
peaked  yet
Health providers across Texas have been battling a severe flu season that is sending thousands of
patients to doctors' offices and hospital emergency rooms. More than 4,000 Texans have died so far
from flu-related illnesses this season, according to the Texas Department of State Health Services.
Texas  is  one  of  43  states  reporting  high  flu  activity,  according  to  the  federal  Centers  for  Disease
Control and Prevention.
http://www.myhighplains.com/news/texas-clinics-flooded-with-tsunami-of-flu-patients-and-the-season-may-not-have-p
eaked-yet/986273441

Flu still going strong: Nearly 800 more cases, 18 deaths
Though the numbers were down a bit  week over week, according to San Diego County’s latest flu
report, activity is still strong enough to look like the normal uptick of cases usually seen round about
Valentine’s Day. Late Wednesday morning, the health department announced 721 more confirmed
cases last week and 18 more flu-related deaths, bringing the season total to 16,827 cases and 269
deaths. Both of those numbers far outstrip prior three-year season averages, continuing to show
that this is the most severe influenza season since 2009.
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/health/sd-no-flu-update-20180221-story.html

Hong Kong Flu Express Wk 7: Flu Remains At A High Level
Although  there  are  some  hopeful  signs  that  flu  may  have  finally  peaked  in  Hong  Kong,  influenza
activity remains at a high level, and local schools will resume classes next week after an extended
closing for flu and the New Year's Holiday. Today's hospital Occupancy report shows a 5% drop over
Tuesday's post-holiday 119% peak, although admissions yesterday were still running about 150 over
the average for this time of year.
http://afludiary.blogspot.com/2018/02/hong-kong-flu-express-wk-7-flu-remains.html

Flu season wreaks havoc on German workforce
In  Germany,  influenza  is  taking  its  toll  on  productivity,  affecting  schools,  offices,  public
transportation and even professional soccer. Germany's Robert Koch Institute has already recorded
136 deaths in 2018. In light of the current wave of influenza infections across Europe, the European
Commission has called for more people to seek immunization: "I call on all European Union citizens
to get vaccinations for themselves and their children," EU Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukatis
told the German daily newspaper Welt on Wednesday.
http://www.dw.com/en/flu-season-wreaks-havoc-on-german-workforce/a-42694261

A&E performance `continues to be pressurised´ by flu and norovirus
In  England,  flu  and  norovirus  cases  are  continuing  to  put  pressure  on  accident  and  emergency
departments, NHS figures show. A spokesman for NHS England said: “While the number of new flu
cases is now gradually declining, flu hospitalisations have continued to plateau at a high rate. 2,500
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beds are currently occupied by flu patients which is more than the peak levels of flu over the last six
years."
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/pa/article-5422217/A-E-performance-continues-pressurised-flu-norovirus.html

Flu deaths continue to rise in SC as widespread activity reaches third month in a row
This flu season continues to inflict severe damage in South Carolina. In the past week, the number of
reported  flu-related  deaths  has  continued  to  rise,  as  23  more  deaths  have  been  reported  by  the
South  Carolina  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Control.  This  flu  season,  a  total  of  151
influenza-associated  deaths  reported  by  DHEC.  Among  the  reported  deaths,  seniors  65  and  older
have been the most vulnerable this season, with 107 fatalities in that age group.
http://www.thestate.com/news/local/article201420174.html

Since November at least 286 people have died from the flu in France
Sante  Publique France reported that  the  flu epidemic  has  stopped spreading through the country.
Since the start of the epidemic, hospital stays because of the flu have mainly been for the under 5s
(22%) and people over 65 years old (50%), and 286 people are known to have died as a result of the
flu virus
http://www.leparisien.fr/societe/depuis-novembre-au-moins-286-personnes-sont-mortes-de-la-grippe-en-france-21-02-
2018-7572093.php

Hospital issues flu warning after 40 case outbreak closes bays
In England, bays have been closed to new patients at a Devon hospital and people are being urged
to  stay  away after  more  than 40  confirmed cases  of  flu.  Plymouth  Hospitals  NHS Trust  is  warning
people to avoid visiting family or friends if they suspect they have the virus to stop it from spreading
further. The trust is urging people to have the flu jab.
https://www.devonlive.com/news/devon-news/hospital-issues-flu-warning-after-1241813

Flu numbers in Saskatchewan nearly double in last month
In Canada, the number of confirmed flu cases in Saskatchewan is up more than 90 per cent in the
last month — there were 1,143 confirmed cases as of Jan. 6 and the number of cases sits at 2,227 as
of Feb. 10. As well, there have been more cases of confirmed flu through the first week of February
than there have been all of last flu season, according to numbers from the province.
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/saskatchewan-flu-numbers-2018-up-1.4544796

Flu Surveillance in Animals

Import of poultry meat and products from Nord Department in France suspended
In Hong Kong, the Centre for Food Safety of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department
announced  that  in  view  of  a  notification  from the  OIE  about  an  outbreak  of  low-pathogenic  H5N2
avian influenza in Nord Department in France, the CFS has instructed the trade to suspend import of
poultry meat and products, including poultry eggs, from the area with immediate effect
http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201802/22/P2018022200431.htm
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